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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 11/9/06 and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 1-9 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/9/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant asserts, with respect to claim 5, that the reference of Tanimoto (JP 
1 1 -1 27297) fails to teach or suggest at least the features of "a plurality of attribute 
information and a plurality of image data of the image information are arranged in a 
predetermined sequence on a per-page basis in a whole information based on a result 
of exchange of the negotiation information". Upon further review of the reference the 
examiner respectfully disagrees as the reference of Tanimoto does disclose such a 
feature. Particularly, Tanimoto states in paragraphs 6-10, and as depicted in Drawing 4, 
that the TIFF file can be a multi-page TIFF and is read similarly to the way in which the 
single-page TIFF is read, sequentially from the header. Tanimoto also states that one 
or more image data may be present and the multi-page TIFF is read and converted to 
dot data in a similar fashion to the single-page TIFF (see paragraphs 34-39 and 50). 



Application/Control Number: 09/915,257 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2625 

The applicant further asserts that Tanimoto fails to teach or suggest at least the feature 
of checking the header information of the image information to identify whether the 
image data and the attribute information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on 
a per-page basis throughout the image information. The examiner respectfully 
disagrees as Tanimoto does disclose such a feature for the same reasons as given in 
reference to claim 5 above. Further, Tanimoto discloses determining whether the 
attribute information and the image data of the image information are arranged in a 
predetermined sequence on a per-page basis because the multi-page TIFF includes all 
the attribute and image data information which is sequentially read and converted (see 
paragraphs 4-10, 13, 16, 24, 28, 30, 31, 34-39 and 49-50). 

In view of the current amendments to the claims a new grounds of rejection will 
be made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 1 1-127297 to Tanimoto, as cited on 
Information Disclosure Statement dated July 27, 2001. 

Regarding claim 1, Tanimoto discloses an image information processing 
apparatus comprising: a communication unit that receives image information in an 
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image file format which enables storage, in arbitrary positions, of image data and 
attribute information pertaining to the image information (see Drawings 1 and 2 and 
paragraphs [0013], [0016], and [0018]), and a controller, when header information 
included in the image information indicates that a plurality of image data and a plurality 
of attribute information are arranged in a predetermined sequence on a per-page basis 
in a whole image information, decompresses the image data included in the image 
information on acquiring the attribute information (see Drawings 1, 2, and 4, paragraphs 
[0004]-[0010], [0013], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], 
[0034]-[0039], and [0049]-[0050], reference states that the image data is decompressed 
at the time of reception , which is analogous to the claim limitation, further TIFF file 
headers are always arranged in a predetermined sequence). 

Regarding claim 2, Tanimoto discloses an image information processing 
apparatus comprising: a controller that generates image information in an image file 
format which enables storage, in arbitrary positions, of image data and attribute 
information pertaining to the image information (see Drawings 1 , 2, and 4, paragraphs 
[0004]-[0010], [0013], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], 
[0034]-[0039], and [0049]-[0050]), and an output unit that outputs the generated 
information, wherein a plurality of attribute information and a plurality of image data of 
the image information are arranged in a predetermined sequence, and the image 
information includes header information identifying that the plurality of attribute 
information and the plurality of image data of the image information are arranged in a 
predetermined sequence in a whole image information (see Drawing 1 and 4 and 
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paragraphs [0004H0010] and [0020] lines 2-5, TIFF file headers are always arranged in 
a predetermined sequence). 

Regarding claim 4, Tanimoto discloses an image information processing 
apparatus comprising: a communication unit that receives image information in an 
image file format which enables storage, in arbitrary positions, of image data and 
attribute information pertaining to the image information and that exchanges, with a 
sender device externally connected via a network, negotiation information in connection 
with a layout sequence of the image data and attribute the information (see Drawings 1 , 
2, and 4, paragraphs [0004]-[0010], [0013], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6. [0030] lines 
1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], [0034]-[0039], and [0049]-[0050]), and a controller that 
decompresses the image data included in the image information on acquiring the 
attribute information, when the received negotiation information indicates that a plurality 
of attribute information and a plurality of image data of the image information are 
arranged in a predetermined sequence on a per-page basis in a whole image 
information (see paragraphs [0004]-[0010], [0016], [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], 
and [0034]-[0039]). 

Regarding claim 5, Tanimoto discloses an image information processing 
apparatus comprising: a controller that generates image information in an image file 
format which enables storage, in arbitrary positions, of image data and attribute 
information pertaining to the image information (see Drawings 1, 2, and 4, paragraphs 
[0004]-[0010], [0013], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], 
[0034]-[0038], and [0049]-[0050]), a communication unit exchanges, with a receiver 
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device externally connected via a network and is to send image information, negotiation 
information in connection with a layout sequence of image data and attribute the 
information and that outputs the generated image information, wherein a plurality of 
attribute information and a plurality of image data of the image information are arranged 
in a predetermined sequence on a per-page basis in a whole image information based 
on a result of exchange of the negotiation information (see Drawings 1, 2, and 4, 
paragraphs [0004H0010], [0013], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, 
[0031] lines 1-3], [0034]-[0039], and [0049]-[0050], TIFF file headers are always 
arranged in a predetermined sequence). 

Regarding claim 6, Tanimoto discloses a computer-readable storage medium 
that stores a program for causing a computer to perform processes for entering and 
decompressing image information, the processes comprising: receiving the image 
information in an image file format which enables storage, in arbitrary positions, of 
image data and attribute information pertaining to the image information (see Drawings 
1 and 2 and paragraphs [0013], [0016], and [0018]), if header information of the image 
information indicates that a plurality of image data and a plurality of attribute information 
are arranged in the predetermined sequence in a whole image information, 
decompressing the image data included in the image information on acquiring the 
attribute information (see Drawings 1, 2, and 4, paragraphs [0004]-[0010], [0013], 
[0015], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], [0034]-[0039], 
and [0049]-[0050]). 
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Regarding claim 7, Tanimoto discloses a computer-readable storage medium 
that stores a program for causing a computer to perform processes for producing image 
information, the processes comprising: generating image information in an image file 
format which enables storage, in arbitrary positions, of image data and attribute 
information pertaining to the image information (see Drawings 1, 2, and 4, paragraphs 
[0013], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], [0034]-[0038], 
and [0049]-[0050]), storing identifying information into header information of the image 
information, wherein the identifying information indicates that a plurality of attribute 
information and a plurality of image data are stored in a predetermined sequence on a 
per-page basis in a whole image information (see Drawing 4 and paragraphs [0004]- 
[0010], [0016], [0024], and [0034]-[0039]), producing the image information by means of 
storing the attribute information and the image data in the predetermined sequence (see 
paragraphs [0013], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3, [0034]- 
[0038], and [0049]-[0050]), and outputting the produced image information (see 
paragraphs [0020] lines 2-5 and [0038]). 

Regarding claim 8, Tanimoto discloses a computer-readable storage medium 
that stores a program for causing a computer to perform processes for entering and 
decompressing image information, the processes comprising: receiving the image 
information in an image file format which enables storage, in arbitrary positions, of 
image data and attribute information pertaining to the image information (see Drawings 
1, 2, and 4 and paragraphs [0004]-[0010], [0013], [0016], and [0018]), conducting 
negotiations with a sender device externally connected via network in connection with a 
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layout sequence of the image data and attribute information (see paragraphs [0034]- 
[0039]), and decompressing the image data included in the received image information 
on acquiring the attribute information, when it is identified that a plurality of attribute 
information and a plurality of image data are arranged in a predetermined sequence on 
a per-page basis in a whole image information through the negotiation (see paragraphs 
[0030] lines 1-4 and [0031] lines 1-3). 

Regarding claim 9, Tanimoto disclose a computer-readable storage medium that 
stores a program for causing a computer to perform processing for producing image 
information, the processes comprising: conducting negotiations with a receiver device 
externally connected via network in connection with a layout sequence of image data 
and attribute information pertaining to the image information to be output (see 
paragraphs [0034]-[0038]), producing the image information by means of arranging a 
plurality of attribute information and a plurality of image data in a predetermined . 
sequence on a per-page basis in a whole image information based on a result of 
negotiations (see Drawings 1, 2, and 4, paragraphs [0004]-[0010], [0013], [0016], 
[0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], [0034]-[0039], and [0049]- 
[0050]), and outputting the produced image information (see paragraphs [0020] lines 2- 
5 and [0038]). 

Regarding claim 3, Tanimoto further discloses wherein said output unit 
exchanges negotiation information in connection with a layout sequence of attribute 
information and image data with a receiver device which receives the image 
information, (see Drawings 1, 2, and 4, and paragraphs [0004]-[0010] and [0035]- 
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[0038]), and said controller generates the image information on the basis of a result of 
the exchange negotiation information (see paragraphs [0038] and [0049]). 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark R. Milia whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7408. The examiner can normally be reached M-F 8:00am-4:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler M, Lamb can be reached at (571) 272-7406. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Mark R. Milia 
Examiner 



MRM 




